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is not mentioned that one of them was so much as
wounded.

Looking at all these facts, we can surely come to
only one conclusion. Philip's plan was hopeless from
the first. Barring accidents, the English were bound
to win. On no other occasion in our history was our
country so well prepared to meet her enemies. Never
was her safety from invasion so amply guaranteed.
The defeat of the Great Armada was the deserved
and crowning triumph of thirty years of good govern-
ment at home and wise policy abroad; of careful pro-
vision for defence and sober abstinence from adventure
and aggression.

Of the land preparations it is impossible to speak
with equal confidence, as they were never put to the test.
If the Spaniards had landed, Leicester's militia would
no doubt have experienced a bloody defeat. London
might have been taken and plundered. But Parma
himself never expected to become master of the country
without the aid of a great Catholic rising. This, we
may affirm with confidence, would not have taken
place on even the smallest scale. Overwhelming forces
would soon have gathered round the Spaniards. They
would probably have retired to the coast, and there
fortified some place from which it would have been
difficult to dislodge them as long as they retained the
command of the sea.

Such seems to have been the utmost success which,
in the most favourable event, could have attended the
invasion. A great disaster, no doubt, for England, and
one for which Elizabeth would have been judged by
history with more severity than justice \ for Englishmen